Newsletter

Principal’s Views

We have commenced week two of the school year busily with the
commencement of homework and weekly testing also commencing this
Friday. Also this week we have started work on our term one unit, What
does it mean to live in a democracy? The study in this unit will prepare the
students for our camp to Canberra in late March.

Studying civics and democracy is important for all students as it.

promotes knowledge and understanding of Australia's system of
government amongst Australian students

equips students with the skills, attitudes, values and dispositions to fully
participate in the civic life of their communities and the nation

Over the course of the unit the students will explore all three levels of
government learning about the functions of each one and the responsibilities
they hold to the community as a whole. The study of politics is one that
students often don't look forward to. Our unit this term has been designed to
deliver the learning's required in an engaging manner whilst developing the
students abilities to exercise judgement and responsibility in matters of
morality, ethics and social justice and the capacity to make sense of their
world, to think about how things got to be the way they are, to make rational
and informed decisions about their own lives, and to accepts responsibility
for their own actions. Although much of the processes and functions of
government are higher level learnings, the unit will focus on rules and ethics
across all levels including that at a school level. Our three R's program
implemented last year through the findings and recommendations of our
triennial school review can be viewed in juxtaposition to those rules and laws
on a local, state or federal level. The unit aims to develop students interest
in Australia as a democracy whilst fostering their understanding of the
importance of rules, laws and ethics in all levels of society.

Our first P&C meeting for 2009 is planned for next Wednesday the 11th of
February. This meeting will be our AGM, hence all positions will be open for
re-election. | encourage as many parents and stakeholders of the school to
attend. In the meeting to follow the AGM we will discuss school camp to
finalise arrangements. Additionally, on the morning of the 11th of February
the Mayor and Councillors of the Goondiwindi Regional Council will be
visiting our school. This event is a community forum hence we encourage as
many members of the community to attend to meet our recently elected
Local Council representatives. Notes will be sent home later this week in
relation to catering for this event. This event complements our Democracy
unit whilst allowing the community to have input into the future of our area.

An ideal start for our term one unit for 2009.
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au
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Have a great week,




Involve your friends and family
Put a price on your head and encourage your friends and family to sponsor you.
E-mail your friends, family, workmates and neighbours to tell them about your shave.
Make it an event by holding a barbeque or lunch and auction the pleasure of shaving your head.
Take 'before' and 'after' photos, add them to your Profile page and e-mail your friends to visit your
page and sponsor you.
Encourage your teachers, principal or school captains to shave or colour during a special assembly.
Set a target for your whole school. For example, raise $200 and one teacher shaves, raise $500 and
all the teachers shave, raise $1,000 and the principal shaves too! The amounts are up to you!
Go colour crazy by holding a Crazy Hair Day. Charge a donation for joining in.

- Provide a lucky dip, raffles, rewards or incentives for those who participate or raise the most money
For the day

Organise helpers and hairdressers in plenty of time.

Consider having helpers assist with setting up, guiding participants, or acting as a Master of Ceremo-
nies.

Remember clippers, disinfectant for clippers, colour spray or wax, brooms, garbage bags, mirrors,
extension cables for clippers, chairs, posters and signs.

Don't forget to take 'before' and ‘after' photos!

Lundavra State School is registered—for more information visit www.worldsgreatestshave.com

How you can help your child with writing

The best way to help your child with writing is to encourage them to use real occasions in family life to practise. This can include
writing notes, messages, reminders or even helping to keep a family diary.

Here are some other ways to help your child with their writing:

if they are unsure of how to spell certain words, encourage them to have a go. Keep a dictionary close by and start a spelling
list

read your child’s writing and discuss what you like about it. This makes writing fun and encourages children to keep writing

if possible, give examples of your own writing to your child to show how it is important in your daily life and your work

talk to your children about the types of writing they do at school and praise their efforts as well as correcting grammar or
spelling

encourage them to use a computer keyboard if there is one available

encourage your child to make greeting cards for special times of the year and suggest they write their
own verses or messages

when reading their draft writing and commenting on what you like about it, remember not to change the
writing. Leave all the creative decisions to the writer.
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If you would like more information or tips about helping your child with their writing visit
www.education.gld.gov.au/parents/map/




The next Schools Clean Up Day will be held on 26th February 2009.

Since 1992 children all around Australia have turned out in their thousands to help Clean Up Australia.
Schools' Clean Up Day is specifically designed to allow students to participate in Clean Up Australia as part of a school activity.

It's a great way for students of all ages to learn about how to reduce the impact of waste on our environment and make a real difference in
their local community.

Goondiwindi Regional

Community Discussions

You are Iinvited to meet with Councillors

Goondiwindi Regional Council recognises the importance of the smaller communities in the Council area. It will
be conducting a series of informal discussions with community members in these communities in February. It is
an opportunity for you to meet Councillors and for them to listen to constructive ideas and views about the future
of the community and the economy.

The discussions will also allow residents of smaller communities to have input to the development of a corporate
plan for Council and an Economi“The Council strongly values the smaller communities in our region and looks to
maintain ongoing communication and involvement with residents. | invite you to meet with me and my fellow
Councillors and welcome your input.”

Lundavra Lundavra State School Wednesday, February 11 8.30am —10.30am

Cr Graeme Scheu
Mayor, Goondiwindi Regional Council

Please come along and meet your Councillors

For more information please contact your local Council Office:

Goondiwindi Corporate Office Ph 4671 7400
Inglewood Customer Service Centre Ph 4652 1444
Texas Customer Service Centre Ph 4653 3000




GOONDIWINDI JUNIOR RUGBY LEAGUE CLUB
SIGN-ON DAY
Saturday 7 " February 2.00pm — 5.00pm

at Goondiwindi League’s Club
Grades U7’s to U16's
Any enquires contact:
Micheal Wise 0419723812 / Anne Maree Tribe 0429346985

NOTICE
Only food in wrapped alfoil or alfoll
dishes can be sent as these can
be put in the pie warmer. Food
requiring microwaving must not be
sent due to the safety of students
using the microwave and limited
time over breaks for staff to heat
food.
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A selection of school uniforms is for sale at | $9%
the school for $2 per item g w
Call in for a look !
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PLEASE EMAIL HAYLEY IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD TO THIS !

BOARD _ %"(" ’" 3 na (114

hmorr62@eq.edu.au
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Fight Fire Fascination

Many children will, at some stage during their childhood, display a natural curiosity about fire. But playing
with fire is another matter all together.

As parents and carers, you play a pivotal role in educating your child about fire safety.

However, what do you do when you find your child playing with matches or lighters, setting rubbish or paper
alight or even burning toys or other people’s valuables?

Children don't often consider the ramifications of starting a fire, and if you suspect your child’s fascination
with fire is risking their safety or the safety of others, help is at hand.

The Queensland Fire and Rescue Service has developed the Fight Fire Fascination Program to support
parents in their efforts to educate their children about fire and promote fire safety,

Through the program, also known as Triple-F, specially trained firefighters
work directly with your child and family in a series of home visits.

They explain the consequences of playing with fire and teach your child
to make positive choices with regards to fire and help them understand —
how their behaviour affects others. {"""L ]

The Fight Fire Fascination is a free confidential service that brings h

together the Queensland Fire and Rescue Service, schools, and other
services, where necessary, to help families address this very serious issue.
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