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Firstly, welcome back for 2009. | hope you all had a restful and enjoyable
holiday with your family and friends. 2009 is shaping up to be a very eventful
year both here at Lundavra State School and on a larger scale with
Queensland celebrating it's 150th anniversary through the Q150 initiative
and 2009 also being the year of creativity. Information will be sent home this
week

regarding our school camp where we will be visiting Dubbo Zoo, Parliament
House in Canberra along with the Australian War Memorial, Questacon, The
Australian Institute of Sport and the Dinosaur Museum. On route back to
Lundavra we will call in to Sydney taking a harbour cruise, visiting the Opera
House and exploring the Sydney Aquarium. A number of the activities on
camp relate directly to our Rules, Laws and Democracy unit being studied
this term, hence all students are encouraged to attend.

Over the holidays our office building was painted both internally and
externally, brightening up both the work place inside and the quad area
between the buildings. | would like to take this chance to thank Jenny
Jackson for her tireless work in managing the preparation and cleaning of
the school for commencement of the school year. With the help of Christine
Williamson Jenny has prepared the school buildings for another

successful academic year, whilst showing here extraordinary commitment to
the education of all of our students.

Being the first newsletter for the year, | would like to remind all students of
the importance of appropriate and safe behaviour at all times when at
school. By remembering our three R's.... Respect of yourself, Respect for
others and Responsibility for all of your actions, we can ensure that this year
is a great success with much learning, fun and success across all facets of
the curriculum.

Finally | would like to officially welcome our three new students, all in prep
for 2009. Starting school is both an exciting and daunting time and | would
like to congratulate Amy, Tiggy and Bailey on the wonderful job they did this
morning commencing as prep students at Lundavra State School. We are all
happy to welcome them into our school community and look forward to
seeing them develop into independent learners over the coming years,
celebrating successes through the effort they put into their learning every
day. Welcome back for 2009 at Lundavra State School.
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The Department of Education, Training and the Arts provides assistance to eligible Queensland families
whose children must board away from home to attend school on a daily basis because:

their homes are geographically isolated; and .
*  students do not have reasonable daily access to a Queensland government state school with
the appropriate level of primary, secondary or special schooling.

One of the benefits available to eligible Queensland families is Remote Area Travel Allowance. This allowance assists with travel-
ling expenses, provided the distance travelled to the boarding location is at least 50 km. Assistance ranges from $109 to $1405
per annum per student. Travel payable is determined by the kilometric distance from the home location to the boarding location of
the student.

Application forms and further information concerning conditions of eligibility and benefit levels payable are available from School
Financial Services Unit, Department of Education, Training and the Arts, PO Box 15033, City East Qld 4002, freecall
1800 248 997.

Protecting against the sun

Queensland state school students are protected from our harsh sun by the Department’s
Developing a Sun Safety Strategy policy.

This policy requires that all schools provide an SPF 30+ broad spectrum waterproof sunscreen to
students for outdoor activities and ensure they are wearing protective clothing. It also requires
schools to develop educational programs on sun safety.

Schools develop sun safety strategies in consultation with their school community, and parents
are encouraged to support the strategy by providing their children with appropriate protective
- clothing, including hats, sunglasses and swim shirts for water-based activities. Under the Depart-
C \ ment’s policy, swim shirts must be worn by Prep to Year 7 students during all water-based ac-
4 tivities except during races at school swimming carnivals.

Birth certificates for students starting Prep Year

Is your child starting Prep in 20097 If your child was born on or before 30 June 2004, you will need proof of age (such as their birth certificate)
to enrol them in school next year.

Don't leave it to the last minute; apply for a birth certificate now.

The Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages is encouraging parents to apply for birth certificates for their school-aged children in December
to avoid the back-to-school rush.

Parents will need to provide identifying documents, such as a current driver’s licence or passport.

To apply for a standard or commemorative birth certificate, download an application form from the Department of Justice website on
www.justice.gld.gov.au/465.htm or lodge your application at the registry at 110 George Street, Brisbane or at your nearest courthouse.

Information on preparing for Prep, including information on eligibility, can be found at: http://education.gld.gov.au/studentservices/inclusive/
prep/index.html

Most importantly make sure the whole family knows to call 000 in an emergency, for the ambulance, police or the fire brigade.
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How you can help your child with writing

Everyday tasks such as making a shopping list can help improve your child’s writing skills.

Our school encourages all parents to help their children with their writing at home. Here are a few ideas to get
you started:

ask your child to make a greeting card for a special occasion
talk about the different ways we use writing (making lists, writing messages or notes)

make personalised scrap books with your child — glue a photo or picture your child chooses onto a page and
ask them to write words or sentences about the picture
create a special place for your child to write. Providing writing materials, such as an easel or blackboard with

scrap paper and pencils, makes a great environment to experiment with writing
set up some plastic letter tiles or magnets for your child to play with or a keyboard to spell out or type words.

For more information and ideas on how you can support your child’s writing visit
www.education.gld.gov.au/parents/map/
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How you can help your child with reading

As a parent, you are your child’s first teacher and it is important to encourage your child to read outside of the classroom.

Our school is asking all parents to help their children to improve their reading skills. You can do this by:

visiting the local library — this is an economical way to provide access to different kinds of books and learning materi-
als and allows children to borrow from a wide range. Your library may also offer a reading program which makes reading
an exciting experience and allows them to mix with other children

asking ‘why’ questions as you read a book or story together to help your child understand and asking them to think
about alternate endings to make much-loved books even more interesting

reading to your child as often as you can and by trying to carry a book with you when away from home

letting your child hold the book and turn the pages when you are reading together — this lets your child join in and allows you to talk about
the pictures

congratulating your child on their reading — this will encourage them to enjoy the reading experience

pointing out words as you read them, especially long or interesting words — this will create a word bank or a spelling list which will help your
child with their writing
making a message board or space at home and encouraging your child to read and leave messages for other family members — this will also
give them an important job in the household.

For more tips and online resources about literacy and numeracy visit www.education.gld.gov.au/parents/map/

Exploring numeracy with your child

Sy€ While board games and puzzles may appear to be just fun activities, they can also help to improve your child’s numeracy skills
e and encourage them to think logically.

To be numerate is to confidently and effectively use mathematics to meet the everyday demands of life.

Many opportunities to be numerate happen at home. Here are a few ways you can explore numeracy with your child:

show your child how you use maths for different reasons, such as looking at timetables, calendars and clocks
talk about the numbers and patterns your child comes across each day while playing games or sports

encourage your child to count and sort objects into groups. You could use books, clothing or shoes and discuss how they sorted them into
those groups

explore ways to use and count money through budgets and shopping. Let your child calculate the cost of items and help them add up how
much change you will receive

ask questions such as “does that make sense?” or “can this be done another way?” to help develop numerate thinking when they are solv-
ing problems
talk positively about maths and show interest in the maths they learn at school.

If you would like to know more about exploring numeracy contact your child’'s teacher or visit www.education.gld.gov.au/parents/map/




The next Schools Clean Up Day will be held on 26#ebruary 2009.

Since 1992 children all around Australia have tdraet in their thousands to help Clean Up Australia.
Schools' Clean Up Day is specifically designedlimaastudents to participate in Clean Up Austrabapart of a school activity.

It's a great way for students of all ages to ledrout how to reduce the impact of waste on ourrenwient and make a real difference in their locah¢
munity.

Goondiwindi Regional

Community Discussions

You are Iinvited to meet with Councillors

Goondiwindi Regional Council recognises the importance of the smaller communities in the Council area. It will
be conducting a series of informal discussions with community members in these communities in February. It is
an opportunity for you to meet Councillors and for them to listen to constructive ideas and views about the future
of the community and the economy.

The discussions will also allow residents of smaller communities to have input to the development of a corporate
plan for Council and an Economi“The Council strongly values the smaller communities in our region and looks to
maintain ongoing communication and involvement with residents. | invite you to meet with me and my fellow
Councillors and welcome your input.”

Lundavra Lundavra State School Wednesday, February 11 8.30am —10.30am

Cr Graeme Scheu
Mayor, Goondiwindi Regional Council

Please come along and meet your Councillors

For more information please contact your local Council Office:

Goondiwindi Corporate Office Ph 4671 7400
Inglewood Customer Service Centre Ph 4652 1444
Texas Customer Service Centre Ph 4653 3000




Healthy Food and Drink Supply Strategy for Queenslad

Schools
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Smart Choices in the school environment
The intent of the Smart Choices strategy is to offer healthy
food and drink choices to students in Queensland schools.
The primary focus of the strategy is on the foods and drinks
supplied by schools to their students. Supply includes those
foods and drinks offered for sale to students.

School staff are strongly encouraged to assist with
implementation of the strategy by modelling healthy eating
practices to students. The strategy does not apply to what
foods or drinks students or staff bring from home.

A selection of school uniforms is for sale at the
school for $2 per item
Call in for a look

PLEASE EMAIL HAYLEY IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD TO THIS
BOARD
hmorr62@eq.edu.au
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Achieving with Literacy and Numeracy
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If you would like to know more
Contact your local school or talk with your child’'s
newsletters alternatively, Look up the Education Queensland/Dep

teacher and there is a flyer attached to the email ed
artment of Education, Training and the

Arts website and use some of the following key word s to search: numeracy.




