Newsletter

avra School

one Athletics from the
st to the 31st of July

Our democracy lessons for this week focus on the question of power. We are asking
what does it mean to have power? How does power affect people? What is absolute
power? These activities always lead to engaging dialogue where by the students can
voice their own opinions and also listen to others. The unit is based around a number
of texts ranging from fables and recounts from past centuries to current news reports
and research. Although the resources used can at times be lexically dense, they
allow the students to explore the notion of a democracy on many levels.

Whilst reflecting on this notion of power myself, | considered what external entities
have power or influence over the lives of our students. Two weeks ago in "Principal's
Views" | noted the influence the video footage, images and interviews broadcast from
the Victorian Bushfire disaster can have on our children. Although it is still vital to
ensure we are still "reading for meaning" when engaging with these current events
texts, be they in print, visual, aural or interactive form, | feel many of the texts
produced particularly aimed at the primary school to middle school demographic can
prove more difficult for our students to deconstruct, consider author bias and ensure
they are engaging critically. Beauty ideals, gender stereotypes and "keeping up with
the Jones's" advertising continues to be a large component of the media those
recently dubbed as Generation Z , aka the silent generation, prefer. According to Phil
Ruthven of IBISWorld, who provides market research analysis, Generation Z has yet
to be defined, as they are still to young to provide measurable averages or

norms. What we can assume from previous generations is that their cultural capital
greatly influences their choices and ideals. Clearly the media has always been a
component of our habits, hence influenced our cultural capital, the difference is that
the quantity of media sources and the avenues of us accessing them have increased
exponentially.

Comparing oneself to others is a spontaneous human response that we all engage
in. Whilst experiencing popular cultural texts, many young people fail to recognise
the level to which these experiences shape their attitudes, knowledge and feelings
about both themselves and the world as a whole. The reality television genre has
grown in popularity, particularly through programming that engages in the "eviction"
of characters depending on their popularity, be that due to their abilities, achieve-
ments or physical attributes. This notion of the reduction of characters in order to
establish the winner often engages in the creation of an ideal. The struggle with
identity is one that young people have always faced; however the overt
presentation of ideals and the media available for our youth to experience and
explore these has greatly increased.

In the field of education it is vital for us to call upon our students to put these texts
into contrast and question by providing strategies to analyse the texts, questioning
the language used, its meaning, the context of its use and its intended audience. It
may be a long way from Dick and Dora and their antics with fluff the cat, but with
changes to the texts available to our students, the ways we work with them must also
evolve. By being able to critically identify the aim of a text, be it designed to entertain
at the expense of others or to identify a winner and a loser, a student develops the
deeper understanding of the text, hence identifying the differences in themselves to
the subject in question, rather than focusing on the deficits. A skill | feel will certainly
aid them when navigating through the ever more complex
lives we live. é

| Hope to see many of you at the P&C meeting this evening. ‘&
Have a great week.
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2009 is the Year of Creativity

Following on from the success of last year's Year of Physical Activity, the Department of Education, Training and the Arts has
declared 2009 the Year of Creativity (YOC).
Creativity isn’t just about the arts — it's an important skill we need across all subjects at school and of course, at home.
So, in every Queensland school, it's time for parents, carers, staff and students to get creative in everything we do: writing,
teaching, thinking, problem-solving, experimenting, drawing, acting, dancing, performing and learning.

This year’s YOC events and projects include the Ideas Festival, Creative Generation, the Queensland Academies’ Creative
Challenges and many exciting music, writing and photography competitions with fantastic prizes.

YOC has also secured special Creative Ambassadors including neuroscientist Dr William Tan, chef Alastair McLeod, actor
Paul Bishop, writer Sam Wagan Watson, reporter Melissa Downes, ‘The Shak’ presenters, actress Leah Purcell and author
Rebecca Sparrow.

Keep track of the YOC events and competitions throughout 2009, bookmark the Year of Creativity website
www.yearofcreativity.deta.qgld.gov.au/
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Cake Roster
Community Notice Board

AGM — Tonight ‘

(24th February) 6pm
Regular Meeting—to follow

February 25th

RAE

Sign On Day
Saturday March 21st 2009
From 9am to 2pm

Registration Fee—$100 per Child
Registration Includes Playing Socks / Team Photos

For More Information Please Phone:

A selection of school uniforms is for sale at Tania Reid on 46763284
the school for $2 per item
Call in for a look

CHURCH SERVICE DATES FOR

: : 2009
Country Therapies— Remedial massage
in Westmar every Wednesday for more info and
bookings please ph Charlotte @ 46776179 or on
the day 0418 857 678
13th March
8th May
12th June
QUICKSILVER SILAGE CONTRACTING 14th August
Westmar Area 11th September
Contact: 0428 682 706 9th October
PLEASE EMAIL HAYLEY IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD TO THIS 13thNovember
BOARD . .
hmor62@eq.edu.au 8th December (Christmas Service)
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2009Victorian Bushfire
Appeal Evening

The Westmar Sports Club

Invites you to

Joi n us as we cook up a storm & dance the night away with all proceeds raised go-
ing to

The Bushfire Relief Fund

Saturday 28th February at 6.30pm
Tickets $15.00 adults | $5.00 children
Spit lamb with vegetables, beverages and good coyngldavailable!
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