Principal’s Views

State Schools Shaping the Smart State

Welcome back for term three. | trust that you all had a relaxing, safe and
enjoyable holiday and are recharged to commence what will certainly be
a busy term. Our unit focus this term is on Q150, Queensland 150th
anniversary celebrations. All students in years 3 to 7 will be researching
a well known Queensland event or icon and presenting a seminar to the
class on their finding. Details regarding this exciting project will be
available next week. The project aims to develop student’s time
management skills and their ability to work independently. A due date
will be set and students will be penalised for not meeting this deadline.
These skills are imperative in life and projects such as this one help
student’s develop the skills required in secondary school and beyond.

The Eisteddfod is coming up in a few weeks time. Please ensure that
you children are practicing both our spoken piece and their choral piece,
Video Killed the Radio Star. We will not be running a bus to the
Eisteddfod but do require all students to attend so please contact the
school as early as possible if you feel car pooling will be required.

Yesterday and today | am at QUT in Brisbane presenting lectures to the
final year education students. Yesterday | spoke to 200 students about
rural and remote education and this afternoon | will be presenting to the
entire cohort of over 800. The response | have received thus far has
been very positive with many students indicating their desire to teach in
rural and remote areas. A number of students have specifically
requested to be placed at Lundavra State School for their final prac and
as an intern in term four. We look forward to finding out who will be
joining us and working with them later in the year. | believe we all saw
the benefit first hand of having Dale Minchenton at our school in 2008 so
we look forward to welcoming another eager and capable student later

this term.

Enjoy week one and | look forward to
hearing about everyone’s holiday
adventures on Thursday.
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Keep children at home if they are sick

As school resumes for Term 3, parents are being urged to keep their children home if they are sick with flu-like
symptoms.

Queensland now has more than 1600 confirmed cases of Pandemic (H1IN1) 2009 (Human Swine Influenza).

Symptoms of human swine flu are similar to seasonal influenza and include a fever, cough and/or sore throat. Other
symptoms can include fatigue, myalgia, headache, body aches or chills.

Queensland Health says one of the best ways to stop the spread of the flu is to keep sick children home and encour-
age good hygiene.

If children are sick the best thing to do is keep them away from school and other events such as socials and sporting
carnivals. This might mean that some children will miss interstate and other planned school trips.

People generally have to be mindful that there are some who are more at risk from swine flu so those who are sick
need to do the right thing and stay at home from school and work.

School closures remain an option in very limited circumstances but the likelihood of disruption during the new school
term has lessened.

Queensland is now in the “protect” phase in managing the influenza outbreak and parents need to be aware that
while most people who contract the flu are making rapid and full recovery, some who are particularly vulnerable
need to seek medical help at the onset of flu-like symptoms.

The essence of the “protect” phase is to concentrate on the early treatment of those in the community who may be
more vulnerable to severe outcomes if they contract the virus.

Those identified as being vulnerable include pregnant women, Indigenous Australians, people with respiratory
disease (including asthma and COPD), heart disease, diabetes, renal and liver disease, obesity and
Immunosuppression.

If you have any questions regarding symptoms or illness, contact your general practitioner or call Queensland
Health on 13 Health (13 43 25 84)

For education related questions, contact your school principal. Further information is also available from the Queen-
sland health website.

Queensland Health Swine Flu Response website:  www.health.gld.gov.au/swineflu/html/schools.asp




Don't lose your kids at this year's Ekka
Each year at the Ekka, hundreds of children become separated from their parents and carers.

The Queensland Police Service has some tips to help families avoid the distress of being separated
and to help keep the Ekka fun.

When you arrive at the Ekka, please organise a meeting point with your children in case you become
separated.

Police also suggest that you show your children where the Ekka Police Station is located, educate
them on how to identify a police officer and explain to them the importance of finding an officer if they
do become lost.

Also this year, free wristbands will be available for all children from the Ekka Police Station and the
police pavilion.

Parents and carers can record their contact details on the underside of the wristband. Please do not
directly attach a child’s name or contact details where it is visible to the public.

For more information, contact Acting Sergeant Kerrin Sheedy on (07) 3258 2562 or
0413 002773 or visit the Police pavilion at the Ekka.




