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NAPLAN is the key word for week four. Our year 3, 5 and 7  
students commenced the National Testing agenda today with 
the Language Conventions and Writing test. I commend all  
students on their efforts today and encourage them to keep up 
the good work all week. Although the tests are a point in time 
indication of the students’ achievements, the data collected is 
invaluable in allowing us to audit our curriculum and pedagogy 
to ensure that we are allowing students to improve their skills in 
the areas identified. I stress that test preparation is imperative.  
 
Ensure for the next two days your children receive sufficient 
rest and have a healthy breakfast. A breakfast cereal  
companies advertising campaign speaks of the notion of 
“fighting the fuzzies at school” by having a good breakfast.  
Although our critical literacy skills tell us that this slogan has 
been designed to sell us that particular product, countless  
research articles illustrate the upmost importance of a balanced 
breakfast in order to function during the day, and break our fast. 
We will be making the most of the mornings optimal learning 
time to complete the tests, hence in order to have the cognitive 
skills and energy to perform at their best, please make sure 
your children are well rested and well fed. 
 
Jana Roset, our QUT prac student is enjoying working with our 
students helping them review their narrative writing skills before 
the test. She will be commencing our “Wild Weather” unit later 
this week once the NAPLAN testing is complete. I welcome 
Hayley back to the office and congratulate her and her husband 
John on their recent wedding. We are entering the sports sea-
son with cross country, Kioma practise day and Talwood sports 
all in the coming weeks. I encourage the children to continue 
their training for these events. I would like to congratulate Ned 
Ladner on his outstanding effort in last weeks district cross 
country at Inglewood. Ned secured 9th place in the field of over 
40 runners. I congratulate Ned on this wonderful success and 
thank him for the effort he has clearly 
put in to make both himself and his 
school proud.  
Have a great week. 
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Principal’s Views 
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Tuesday the 9th June  

6pm 
�
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A selection of school uniforms is for sale at 
the school for $2 per item 

Call in for a look 
_______________________________________ 

 
 

Country Therapies— Remedial massage 
in Westmar every Wednesday for more info and 

bookings  please ph Charlotte @ 46776179  or on 
the day 0418 857 678 

 
____________________________________ 
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Using language creatively 

 
Literacy involves using language to communicate 
effectively and to make meaning and sense of the 
world. Sometimes we are required to interpret and 
use language creatively, where words and phrases 
might be used in unexpected and unfamiliar ways.  

 
There are many ideas you can try to encourage your 

child to use language creatively. These include: 
describing people, places, events and objects in  

unusual and unexpected ways, as is done in poetry, 
plays, cartoons and videos locating ways in which 

other speakers and writers use language in creative 
ways, for example, puns and word plays in TV and 
magazine advertisements, rhyming and repeated 

sounds in picture books and reading the by-lines and 
captions in newspapers discussing favourite sayings 

and creating new ones together sharing a love of 
 language by talking about how language is used in  

different contexts and situations.  
 

Talk about your favourite poems, plays and stories 
and discuss with your child what you like about the 

author’s style. 
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NAPLAN tests 
 

Like all schools nationwide, some of our students are participating in the National Assessment  
Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests this week (12 - 14 May). 

 
Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be assessed in the areas of Reading, Writing, Language  

Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. Within the Numeracy test Year 7 
and 9 students undertake a calculator-allowed test, followed by a non-calculator test.  

 
We expect that the test results will be sent to our school in September this year, and an individual 

NAPLAN report for each student will be sent home. These confidential reports will show your child’s 
results against key national information in each year level. 

 
Our school will use the information in a number of ways, primarily to better identify students requiring 

additional support, and to identify strengths and improvement areas in teaching programs. 
 

While the NAPLAN report is an important measure of how all students are performing, it is important 
to remember that it is only one aspect of the school’s assessment and reporting process.  

 
It does not replace the more extensive and informed judgements made by our highly skilled and ex-

perienced teachers. 
 

It is important that students receive ongoing support at home throughout the year in developing  
literacy and numeracy skills. For tips and information please visit www.education.qld.gov.au/parents/

map 
For information about NAPLAN tests please visit www.naplan.edu.au 

Have your say on the Queensland Education Performan ce Review 
 
Parents, caregivers and other members of our school community are encouraged to provide feedback on Professor Geoff 
Masters' recommendations for improving education outcomes in Queensland's primary schools. 
 
His final report, A Shared Challenge: Improving Literacy, Numeracy and Science Learning in Queensland Primary Schools, 
was presented to the Premier of Queensland Anna Bligh and Education and Training Minister Geoff Wilson on 1 May. 
 
Professor Masters' report contains five key recommendations to improve the performance of Queensland primary schools 
in literacy, numeracy and science. 
 
They are: 
 
1. That all aspiring primary teachers be required to demonstrate through test performances, as a condition of registration, 
that they meet threshold levels of knowledge about the teaching of literacy, numeracy and science and have sound levels 
of content knowledge in these areas. 
2. That the Queensland Government introduces a new structure and program of advanced professional learning in liter-
acy, numeracy and science for primary school teachers. 
3. That additional funding be made available for the advanced training and employment of a number of 'specialist' liter-
acy, numeracy and science teachers to work in schools (and/or district offices) most in need of support. 
4. That standard science tests be introduced at Years 4, 6, 8 and 10 for school use in identifying students who are not 
meeting year-level expectations and for monitoring student progress over time. 
That the Queensland Government initiates an expert review of international best practice in school leadership development 
with a view to introducing a new structure and program of advanced professional learning for primary school leaders fo-
cused on effective strategies for driving improved school performances in literacy, numeracy and science. 
 

You can read the final report and have your say on the recommendations by visiting the Queensland Education Perform-
ance Review website at www.education.qld.gov.au/mastersreview 

 
The consultation period closes on Friday 29 May. 



Influenza A (Swine Flu) and good hygiene tips  
 
Queensland Health has advised it is "business as usual" for schools after the confirmation of Australia's 
first case of the new strain of Influenza A (otherwise referred to as Human Swine Influenza) on Saturday 
9 May 2009.  
  
Good hygiene practices while coughing or sneezing, and regular hand-washing, are major factors in pre-
venting the spread of any infection including Influenza A. 
 
However as parents and carers of young children, we all understand how difficult it can be to get kids to 
wash their hands at the correct times – and to do it properly!  
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Premier 's Reading Challenge in the  
Courier Mail today.  
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